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Celebration of Achievement  
In November again this year we were able to 
celebrate the successes of our leavers.  This 
year the leavers of Summer 2009 broke the 
record for best school results.  The school 
achieved 67% 5A*-C, an increase of 10% over 
the previous year.   
 

Mr Ian 
MacMillan 
joined us 
again this 
year to 
celebrate with 
the leavers, 
presenting 
awards and 
certificates.   
On the same 
evening we 
drew the 3,2,1 

award.  For the third year, I had promised the 
year group that anyone reaching at least 6 
target grades would be eligible for a draw with 
prizes of £300, £200 and £100.  The winners 
were: 
 
£100 Amy Peake 
 
 
 
£200 Kaydie Gwiazda 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
£300 Sophie Adderley 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was rewarding to see our former students 
moving into their new lives 
 

End of Term details 
School will finish from 1.00p.m. to 1.10p.m. 
on Friday 18 December.  Students who have 
dinner tokens may collect sandwiches from 
the Kitchen at break time.  School will 
recommence on Monday 4 January at the 
usual time for all students.  Please help us by 
ensuring your child starts the new term fully 
equipped with pen, pencil, ruler etc. and in 
full school uniform. 
 

Bus Arrangements for the last day 
The bus company IS UNABLE to send the 
Pilley/ Blacker Hill School Bus.  Students 
need to make other arrangements or wait in 
the school hall until 3.15p.m. 

 
Dates for the Spring Term 2010 are: 
Term begins Mon 4 January 
Half Term Mon 15 – Fri 19 February 
Term ends Thurs 1 April 

 
Building Schools for the Future  
The main foundations have been completed and 
the main steel structure is now quickly taking 
shape. Laing O‟Rourke are hoping that the main 
steelwork will be completed by Christmas.  
Laing O‟Rourke‟s offices and the Learning Zone 
have been completed. The Learning Zone is still 
to be fitted out with ICT equipment but despite 
this the zone is proving very useful. Over 90 of 
our students have visited the site already. Most 
of these are from the construction groups who 
have also completed a safety induction 
presentation and exam!  Further visits of 
teaching staff, prefects and other students have  
been arranged. Laing O‟Rourke have built a 
special viewing platform above the Learning 
Zone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Four students who designed safety posters in a 
competition launched last term are to have their 
designs printed and mounted on the security 
fencing around the perimeter of the site. The 
students will receive vouchers of £25 for the 
winner and £10 for each runner up.  
 

Inter Arts Event 
The InterArts 2009 were back and bigger than 
ever this year, with a black tie Oscar theme.  All 
the acts consisting of actors, singers, dancers, 
solo, duets and group performers competed for 
their very own Oscar.  

They were judged under the following 
categories: Overall Winner, Producers Award, 
Best Choreography, Best Solo Performance, 
The Entertainers Award, Best Vocal 
Performance, Best Dressed and the Judges 
Award.  
There were more than sixty students taking part 
in the event and more than ten helping with 
crewing, lighting, and refreshments.  We raised 
lots of money towards for our microphone, and 
have nearly reached our target of £3500.00.  It 
just showed what a great team they make and 
how well the students who participate in this 
event support each other.  
The following students won the awards: 
Lydia Cawthorne – Overall Winner  
Producer’s Award – Jade Robinson  
Entertainer’s Award – Joe and Zach  
Best Dressed - Hayley Davis  
Bets Choreography – Thomas Braithwaite  
Best Vocal Performance- Danny and Abigail 
The Judges Award – James Moore  
Best Solo Performance – Olivia Thawley  
People’s Choice – Olivia Thawley  
 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
& Mathematics)  
STEM is a Government initiative which is aimed 
at higher achieving students, with a view to 
increasing the number of students progressing 
to A-Levels & Degrees in these subject areas 
(Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths). 
 

 
At Kirk Balk, 

we are 

actively 

involved in a 

small club 

(16 

students) 

and have 

been 

looking at many aspects of the STEM 

subjects. 
 
Since its inception at the beginning of 2008, we 
have taken part in Engineering & Technology 
challenges (Bridge Building, All-terrain vehicle 
building), Maths challenges (Code-breaking) 
and Science challenges (Flash-Bang 
experiments). 
 
This year we have registered for the UK heats of 
the First Lego League Challenge, and will be 
taking a team to Sheffield or Manchester to 
compete in this competition.  The competition is 
a global competition, and success in the 
Regional heats would be an excellent result. 
 
STEM Club are also going to be involved in 
hosting a lecture organised by the Institute of 
Physics.  This is hopefully going to take place in 
early 2010 (dependant on the Institute of 
Physics).  Kirk Balk School will host this event, 
aimed at Key Stage 4 science students, and will 
be inviting students from other schools in the 
Barnsley area.  No event of this type has taken 
place in Barnsley before. 
 
We have plans for 
the rest of the 
year to have a 
Scalextric 
Challenge 
(building 
individual cars, 
and racing them), 
a visit to the 
Maritime Museum 
in Liverpool, 
followed by a boat 
building 
challenge, and 
hopefully, to complete the year, a challenge 
evening where parents/carers are pitted in 
competition against their children – we hope that 
this will encourage lots of competition and be an 
enjoyable evening. 

 
 
 



Humanities 
Day  
Year 8 
students took 
part in a 
hugely 
successful 
Humanities 
Day in 
September. The Humanities Faculty designed a 
day whereby students worked in groups to 
design a living area for different conditions, they 
had to solve problems, overcome challenges 
and creatively manage their solutions.  All Year 
8 students were involved, the groups worked 
well together, and they shared resources and 
tasks. Each group was given a deadline that 
they all met and group leaders naturally evolved 
and students worked according to their 
strengths, eg, IT literate students completed the 
presentation to go with the model.  The 
outcomes were that every group could critically 
evaluate their own work and a written student 
evaluation has since been completed.  The 
students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the day 
and students developed a deeper understanding 
of the subjects within Humanities as well 

developed 
personal, 
learning and 
thinking skills.  
There was a 
real buzz in C 
Block and 
relationships 
between 
students and 

staff were excellent. Each form was judged and 
group winners were presented with medals in 
assembly. 

 

Conflict & Cooperation Learning Theme  
Monday 2 November saw the second visit of 
Anna Liddle from Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament to our Year 7 assembly. The aim 
was to introduce the Humanities module of 
Conflict & Cooperation. The students had a 
power point presentation followed by an 
animated film dealing with the atomic bomb 
dropped on Hiroshima in 1945. There were 
many questions from the students and the 
feedback received was all very positive. 
An email received from Anna the next day read, 
“It was brilliant to be at Kirk Balk yesterday – I 
enjoyed working with all the groups – they had 
some good questions and ideas”. 

Anna was also involved Period 2 with two Year 
11 groups as an introduction to War and went to 
Ms Mayes in English Period 3 where she 
worked with a Year 8 class.  In addition to the 
work that Anna did with our students she has 
approached both Mr Asquith and Mrs Elliott to 
be involved in writing an article with her for the 
„RE Today‟ magazine. 

 
Year 9 Eco-
Challenge  
Twenty nine 
students from Kirk 
Balk spent four 
days (4 – 7 
October) at 
Malham Tarn in 
the Yorkshire 
Dales working on 
a variety of activities designed to enhance their 
environmental understanding. The course, 
sponsored by the Field Studies Council (FSC), 
included caving, hiking, vegetable bed 
preparation and night walks as well as some 
indoor classroom activities, all of which, while 
both fun and challenging, focused on the human 
impact on the natural environment. 
Students developed skills of independent 
learning and built on the foundations of 
teamwork and cooperation. They have all 
pledged to do their bit to help the environment. 
Follow up work in the local community is to take 
place in the coming months. 

 
Soap Box Racer  

To date 7 
students have 
been selected 
and are 
working on this 
project. So far 
students have 
delegated 
different roles 
to each other  

(with little direction from the teachers) and have 
taken upon themselves to organise what is done 
each week.  Sessions continue to run each 
Friday evening until 5pm (which itself shows a 
commitment from 
the students).  In 
future sessions 
students are 
looking at 
construction, 
electronics and 
applying to local 
companies for 
sponsorship. 



Year 7 Early Morning 
Reading Club 
This year we are offering 
all students the 
opportunity to read 
between 8:30am and  
8:45am Monday to Friday 
before registration. The 
Early Morning Reading 

Club is run by  
Miss. Bennett in F4. It is an effort to encourage 
and support the continued development of the 
reading skills of all our students. The Early 
Morning Reading Club compliments the 
numerous interventions offered by many 
departments across school. Please support our 
efforts by encouraging your children to come in 
and read each morning.  

 

Geography Hall of Fame 
This year the Geography department is 
recognising students whose work or effort has 
been outstanding each half term. The following 
students are those selected: 
Year 7 – Beth Jackson 7X, Philip Mack 7V 
Year 8 – Lilli Hewitt 8S, Ben Paramore 8X 
Year 9 – Josh Pickering 9T, Jordan Preston 9P 
Year 10 – George Moore 10W, Holly Hendry 10W 
Year 11 – Nathan Denman 11N, Abby Eades 11Y 

 

Study Plus Group 
During half term, Miss Maw and Mr Caulfield 
took 10 students to Grinton in North Yorkshire 
overnight. The students had planned the event 
themselves as part of a piece of work in Study 
Plus.  A fantastic time was had by all, including 
doing various activities such as walking, 
pumpkin carving and a trip to the cinemas. Miss 
Maw said that the students were extremely well 
behaved, a pleasure to take, and set a lovely 
example for the school. 
 

Congratulations 
I am pleased to announce that 2 of our Year 9 
students, Megan Burr and Joseph Steers, have 
been accepted onto the Sheffield Outreach and 
Access to Medicine Scheme programme.  This 
is a programme run by Sheffield University for 
students who are good at science and who 
would be the first generation from their families 
to go to university.  These students are offered 
sessions at the University every year until they 
take their A-levels.  The students who continue 
on the programme, and who achieve the 
necessary grades at A-level are given an 
automatic place at Medical School.  The 
competition for places on the scheme is very 
fierce and we are very proud of these two young 
people. 

German Visitors 
Our German visitors from Schwäbisch-Gmünd  
arrived on Friday 9 October.  A number of Year 
10 and 11 students were involved in the 
exchange.   
 

Election of Parent Governor to the 
Governing Body 
Further to my recent letter to parents, just a 
quick reminder that nomination forms have to be 
returned to the school by Monday 14 
December 2009 no later than 3.00 pm.  
 

Attendance 
It is pleasing to see that so far, for the Autumn 
Term, attendance has been 93.2% compared to 
92.6% at the same time last year.  Our target is 
92.5% so please make every effort to ensure 
that your child attends every session except 
when they are genuinely ill.  It is a proven fact 
that students who attend over 95% will improve 
their examination grades substantially.   

 

Bad Weather 
Procedures 
The School has 
invested in a 
new text 
messaging 
service for 
important 

parental information.  In the event of severe 
weather which enforces me to close the school, 
you will receive a text message.  Please ensure 
that the school has all your up to date contact 
numbers so that you do not miss out on 
information.  Dearne FM will also carry news of 
any school closures. 

 
Key Dates for Spring Term 

Event Date 

Wednesday 27 January  Year 11 Parents‟ 
Evening 

Thursday 4 February  Year 9 Options Evening 

Wednesday 10 February  Year 9 Parents‟ Day 

 

May I take this 
opportunity to thank the 
staff and students for all 
their hard work this 
term and wish them 
and yourselves a very 
Merry Christmas 

Ruth Dawson 
Acting Headteacher 


