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Building Schools for the Future 
 
As you can see, the main structure of the new 
school has been completed. 

 

 
 
The roof is now being put in place and soon you 
will see the windows and doors being fitted. 
 
The school is on target to be completed in early 
2011. 

 
 
Young footballer 

 
Jordan Clarke in Year 11 has 
now been offered a two year, 
full time, scholarship with 
Barnsley Football Club when 
he leaves this year. Other 
teams such as Tottenham, 
Aston Villa and Manchester 
City have also expressed an 

interest in him, as has a scout for the 
England under-18 team.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 8 Moving 
up 
 

Year 8 
students are 
the first cohort 
for whom it will 
be compulsory 
for them to 
stay in education or training until the age of 
17. (The following year students will have to 
stay on until 18 years old). Information, 
Advice and Guidance has started to be given 
to students earlier than in the past in order for 
them to make appropriate informed choices. 

Current Year 8 students attended Barnsley 
College to sample what could be on offer to 
them in 2013.  

As you can see students had hands on 
practical sessions in a variety of subject 
areas. 

 

Society Health & Development Diploma 
group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 students from the SHD group were set 
a task to get around school in wheelchairs. 
During this exercise they made observations 
about how wheelchair friendly Kirk Balk is. They 
decided that most places in school are 
accessible. 
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Another activity involved 
students wearing an age 
suit and a pregnancy suit. 
The activity was aimed at 
allowing the students to 
emphasise about 
difficulties other people 
may face doing simple 
tasks – in this case, 
following simple recipes to 
successfully make a 
selection of sweets. The 
aim of the simulation was 

for the pregnant woman and the old woman to 
work together and support each other. 
 

Science 

On January 14th Dr 
Duncan Cameron from 
the University of 
Sheffield gave a talk to 
year 9 students. His talk 
entitled “Weedy 
Werewolves and 
Vegetable Vampires” 
was an enrichment 
activity which fits into their science topics of 
plants and photosynthesis and plants for food. 
He introduced students to the worlds of parasitic 
and carnivorous plants and brought some 
carnivorous plants in to show the students. It 
was a fascinating talk and the year 9 students 
involved were really enthusiastic, asking lots of 
questions. 

 
English 
Y9 pupils were taken to a writing workshop run 
by James Nash at the Civic Theatre‟s gallery in 

Barnsley 
on Tues 
8th Dec. 
Pupils 
viewed 
and 

responded to the „Reading By Light‟ exhibition, 
which included work by Damien Hirst. After the 
workshop, James emailed us the comment 
below:  
'The Year 9 students from Kirk Balk High school 
were exemplary in their behaviour and attitude 
while working with me at the Gallery in the Civic 
Theatre.  They were friendly and yet respectful, 

and did everything I asked them with good 
humour and intelligence.   
The work they produced in their two hours with 
me was of a high standard and extremely 
creative.  In short they were amongst my best 
ever students in nearly forty years of working 

with young people. They were a credit to 
themselves, and to their school.' 
 
Year 7 Trip (7N) 

 
Roseberry 

Topping  
7N followed in 
the footsteps of 
explorer Captain 
Cook, and 
climbed a hill 
over a thousand 

feet in height close to Middlesbrough and 
Whitby).  
The trip involved 
some history and 
geography learning, 
and because it was a 
challenging uphill 
walk it required a lot 
of peer 
encouragement and 
team-work to get 
everyone to the summit.  

 

Geography Hall of Fame 
The following students were all nominated for 
the Hall of Fame last term.  Congratulations to: 
Y7: Jack Pashley (7S) and Katie Claydon (7P) 
Y8: Charlotte Senior (8W) and Matthew Swan 
(8S) 
Y9: Amber Taylor-Smith (9P) and Aben 
Ihnatyszcz (9W) 
Y10: James Connor (10T) and Amber Mills 
(10R) 
Y11: Lisa Harvey (11N) and Daniel Haythorne 
(11T) 
 

Thank You 
A big thank you to all who gave up their time to 
attend and support the Year 9 Fashion Show. 
9W led the event but were supported by 
students from other forms who all contributed to 
a great atmosphere and the raising of lots of 
money. Mr Andrews, Mrs Greenwood, Miss 
Sweetman & Mrs Dobson have all given 
excellent support to their forms to make the 
event a success. A special well done also to 
Miss Bennett for coming 2nd in the Fashion 
Show.  
 

 



Healthy School Week & Early Morning 
Breakfast  
In the week commencing 22nd February we are 
holding a Healthy School Week. Various 
activities will take place during this week and 
Tutors will be promoting these activities with 
their forms.  
To start the day with a healthy breakfast is 
highly recommended by all health professionals. 
Because of this we have decided to open our 
school canteen for early morning breakfast. The 
menu that will be available every morning is 
seen below. Tokens can be used either for a 
breakfast, at break time or at lunch time. 

 

Free School Meals 
Your child can have free school meal tokens 
if you receive: 

¶ Income support 

¶ Income based job seekers allowance 

¶ Child tax credits 
Please contact school for further information 
(school contact details at the top of the 
page). 

 
Reminder -Bad Weather Procedures 
The School has invested in a new text 
messaging service for important parental 

information.  In 
the event of 
severe 
weather which 
enforces me to 
close the 
school, you will 
receive a text 
message.  

Please ensure that the school has all your up to 
date contact numbers so that you do not miss 
out on information.  Dearne FM will also carry 
news of any school closures. 

 

Home Access 
Home Access is a scheme developed by the 
government to increase access to the internet 
across the country. 
Those eligible will be identified through an 
application process. It is on a first come first 
served basis (until the money allocated to the 
scheme runs out). 
 

Whatôs in the package? 

¶ A portable or desktop PC  

¶ One year broadband connectivity  

¶ 1 year service and support  

¶ Parental controls & pre-installed 
software  

 
To be eligible for a Home Access Grant, 
families must meet all of the criteria 
below: 
Are you a parent or guardian responsible for 
and living with a child; 

¶ in years 3 to 9;  

¶ who attends a state school in 
England full time;  

¶ who did not get a computer from 
Computers For Pupils or the Home 
Access programme in the past?  

 
Do you receive at least one of the following? 

¶ Eligibility for Free School Meals for 
your child  

¶ Income Support  

¶ Income Based Jobseekers Allowance  

¶ Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax 
Credit) and an income of less than 
£16,040 per year  

¶ Guaranteed Pension Credit  

¶ Income Related Employment Support 
Allowance  

¶ Support under Part VI of the Immigration 
and Asylum Act  

 
Please see the attached poster which gives 
details on how to apply. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Dawson 
Acting Headteacher 



 

 

 


